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OBIGIN/ ACTION 4 The local press has recently reported the successful
é conclusion of one of Canada's more unusual Arctic
ar |ara | cu €a expeditions: the planting of the Canadian flag,
. - presumably upside down, on the underside of the
EB | EUR '2 '3..- Arctic ice cap about ene to five miles south of the
':% —— geographic ljorth Pole.
Rep [sci | ss. | sv Led by Prime Minister Trudeau's scuba diving buddy,
' | Dr. Joseph Maclnnis, a team of North Pale divers
v &/ ' spent three days hacking their way through ice.
L7 & | ("We started hacking away. When the chisel broke
AGR 1 AID Ag,: A}M:Y through the water and it sterted gushing, we were
YR D B Ee going crazy..."). The National Fila Board recorded
4 the histeric event. A flag was subsequently placed
cRe |HEw | nT | Lam on the umderside of the ice cap, which resembles an
"wpside-down mountein range."”
NAVY NSA orPIC ) .
a7 ié The only scur note wss voiced by the team geologist-
STR | TAR |TRSy usia biologist, who said: "We 4idn't see any fish or any
— T /. large things.” This characterization presumably
2] included any people who might have challenged Canada's
presence under the gce cap,.
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At the end of the three days, fhe Cansdien Air Forée
found them agein "with little difficulty."”

The Ottawa Citizen, on May 3, editorialized (copy attached)
about the expeditiony "...It wasn't a comfortable operation.
The undersea flag... will be seen only by micro-organisms,...
Canada's Jurisdiction over all the waters to the North Pole
is still questioned, especially in Washington. We must hope
that, in saddition to the North Pole micro-organisms, the
officials in Washington will have got the message.”
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The North Polc, diving ™~ c.xpuhtmn whlch
showed the flag both above and below the ice
will help establish Canada’s territorial .claim.
This runs in an apex drawn from the western
border of the Yukon and the castern shore of
Ellesmere Island to the North Pole.

It wasn't a comfortable opcration. The
undersea flag, planted after thc divers cut
through the ice, will be seen only by micro-
organisms. .

Canada  intends to exercise control over
shipping in the high Arctic. The main
concern is to prevent poliution. Exploitation
of undersea mineral resources is another. But
Canada’s jurisdiction over all ihe waters to
the North Pole is still questioned, especially
in  Washington. We must hope that, in
additicn to the North Polz micro crganicms,

‘the officials in Washington will have got the

message.
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